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It is necessary to attempt & description ‘ 1 ey
the Night Action in "Canberra" to justif& the ggcg;:eﬁg:%iihs
demnations made by the liedical Department. The following acec ; y
primarily that of the Sick Bay liedical Party, but is typical of the.

- experiences of both other parties, A1l parties had been ecnéta!ri;ly’4

closed up at their Stations for three days. el TR

.)I

.
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Within about five minutes of the 'Alarm’ soundi » .
explosion in the Sick Bay Flat, followed by the scregﬁst2§r§o§§§¢3*1°“a"“
immediately the first casvalty appeared with his left arm shot Bwas ‘
tourniquet had just been adjusted and morphia injected to him and %ﬁn 7;
other casualties, when the lights failed amd all water supplies were . ‘J
off. TFrom then on it became necessary for members of the First Aid R
Parties to use their initiative and work sas independent units véry.‘ugw*“ﬁ
the ship listed to starboard, and the Sick Bay Flas beecaiis un%enasleg s

.%

owing to heat from fires. The wounded were moved onto the Forecastle,
where they lay Ior about 3 hours in su® pouring rain. GCoats emd'‘lﬁl;él'z")ié:té%"=
were procured to cover them &s well as was possible. At the end of £
time U.S.S5. "Patterson" came alongside, and many of the wounded from
Forecastle were transferreda to her, This Destroyer was compelled to niov
off at & momenit's notice at sbout 0530 and as they had numerous éaﬁﬁai
of their own, and the oship's ourgeon had sent asking for assibtanéd -
Surg, Lieut, lorris and myself went across with our wounded, At 6766

.U.o’.a‘. "Blue" came alongside and removed the remainder of the wounded from
the Forecastle and a few from the Yuarterdeck. These wounded were dater i
on transferred to U.S.5. "Fuller", They totalled 49, of whome 3 aied and
16 were minor injuries. Subsequently U.5.5. "Patterson" returned to | 0
"Canberra" about 0730 and took off all the remaining wounded with'Shrg;ZE( |

A
Lieut, Warden, :;f

Duping the first period in U,5.5. "Pattersod Surg, Lieut. Morris geve’
seversl plasme infusions in the after part of the ship, and two were g
for'd. One of the latter was to Captain Getting. =¥ i

About 0900 U,S.5, "Patterson" went alongside U.S.S. "Barnett® o™ Ly
which ship about 30 casualties had been transferred, when an air alarm =8
sounded end the ships parted, Again at sbout 1130 U.8.S5. "Patterson® weans
alesngsid= returned to U.5.8, "Barnett" and the remainder of the wounded
were transferred. v LR o

Five ratings died in the Destroyer in the morning. Three wemerf”rdﬁﬁﬁ'w

from the Destroyer, and two bodies were teken to U.S.5."Barnettll fon b Si
burial, L LT R J

"’ ke ‘ﬂég
It was found thet we had 64 casualties from "Canberra" on boarad U. :

"Barnett"., Of these, two, including Captein Getting, disd on boards Wi
majority of the remainder needed operation, These, in additionsto HIS
"Vincennes" cesualties and others, mede & total of oyer 200, "Iwolopsras
ting teams were started, one American and one sustralian, wWith oness S
casualty clearing station manned by two american Navel Medicaly
4t the end of 48 hours, every patient had been treated at 'le
The mejority of these required operation under gensral ansesthesii
meny had to have transfusions., On the 6th and 7th days all nen ambh
"Canberra" cases were transferred to U.5. Hospital Ship “Solacells s
totalled 55. The other remeining minor casupalties totalling 58
transferred to U.3.5, "President Grant" alordg with the survivorsio
Shi_k b S COm_-&ll}’.

The lessons learned from the above experienceés &re 1NCOorpo
the following report, which is forwarded in the hope that it wi
some scheme to be formuleted wheresby the general medieal JSyotits
Cruiser 4a at #ction Stations will be practjcal and proression

The iedicel Ferties in "Cenberra' werec separated as wi
possible, &nd had the following composition and positionB‘?
1. For'd Stationed on P,X, lMess-deck consisting of 1 Surg

rarty 1 S.B.A,, and 4 First Aid ratings, Equipﬂgp@ - %
with dressings and various necessities; one )
dressings (emergency); 3 large canves First
with dressings, terniguets, etc, . e




< e 2 Ay
7 SR STICK Stationed in Sick Bay, consisting~6f”3uj“f
é BAY 5 1. SeB.PeOig 10LLS BIA.  a0d 6 Mirst Aid 1‘?
PARTY. Main body of Medical Supplies =

. L

3. AFTER Stationed in the Wardroom, consisti : Surg,
PARTY. 1 Chief 5.B.P.0., 2 5.B,Als: and 5 e iid?ﬁg
ment; 1 water-tight chest two boxes built into &

two movable boxes specially constructed; 1 box of emerzen

surgical dressings; a store of medical redquidnents in

Cuest Cebin serum in the Wardroom Ice Chest T bBox

and \ardroom rigged &5 an Operating Theatre,

‘ Stores were also kept in the Sick Officers cabin; small Fi
Boxes were distributed to &ll parts of the Ship. Tourniguets made
board wers included. Meny Officers (12 in number) were iSsued wi
syreties’ generously given by Surg. Comusnder Morrison of U;SZQ@

As a result of "Canberra's" night action, the folloﬁi' PodntuE A

were very forcibly driven home :- { s pqigiéa”;

Br

t. It is essential that medical supplies be stored in every cémﬁén
of the ship, These supplies should be adeguate for all emergencie
sufficient to enasble that compartment to function as a sebé@&%e
medical station. This wes exemplified very early when the two for
Medical Stations were cut off frou the After one, 4 metsl box wi

: the key soldered on the outside would appear the best Solution
. this problem,

2. The necessity for storage of serum, or preferably a Bupplyipf‘agy
plasma as supplied in the U,S, Nevy (thereby avoiding the neeéet
for refrigeration), was very apperent, The great demand for &
shown in U,8.8, "Patterson", "Barnett" and "Fuller". Within t
hour onboard U.5.S."Patterson" 7 patients had been started on
infusion of plaesma., Hore would have been given then had the
supply not been exhausted. U.S.S."Patterson" had been damaged
iously and & large amount of its plasma had been used. The number
given subsequently in U,S5,S5. "Barnett" and "Fuller" is not known
accurately, but it was very large. R ¢

3. The only two practical ways for morphia to be supplied are in —
(8) rubber capped bottles (size about L4 ozs) (b)) syrettes.
The tubunic outfits as supplied are more complicated than sy
and therefore are not as good., Ampoules are a complete wa
They are unsuiteble in every respect., Some slight diffic
experisnced even in using the syrette in the dark for the"™

. reasons, It was found that when the urgency was so great (
casualties in five minutes; that the stilette was apt to'b
to perlorate the tubing. The needles were also found %o be
This may be due to the shortness of the stilette and the
the point of the needle. : e &

The normal dosage was quite ineffective, and 1t is recoumie
syrettes be made containing one grain., The issue of morphia
persennel outside wedical parties was Tound to be ef 1little
were sll too busy with their own particular duties to use 1t s

L, Meny tourniguets on the lines of the StJohn'sg Ambulance
wade by the Sailmeker snd widely aistributed, They proved
value &nd were applied by many of the Ship's company who
given FPirst #id instruction,

5. Greet difficulty was alwayse found in maintaining Firsts
their proper strength and retaining trained personnel,
for heving staid well-treined members was very foree
interference with the constitution of these parties s
icap end menace, The Sypip's company First Aid Lectures
Engine-Room Department was the only one which cofoperst
Medicel F_rty whole-heartedly, The Gunnery Department
watchkeeping es an excuse for ratings not attendl Ya ot







