
Montevideo Maru – document study 1
www.awm.gov.au
© Australian War Memorial

DOCUMENT STUDY – Montevideo Maru

Your name: _____________________________________________________

Title of document: _____________________________________________________

Part 1 – establishing the facts
Read the report on the sinking of the Montevideo Maru and then complete the questions relating to
each section.

Preface

How many captured people
were shipped from Rabaul in
June 1942?

What was their destination?

What is the purpose of this
report?

Description of Casualty

What was the name of the
ship?

Who was the owner?

Who chartered the ship?

When did the ship depart
from Rabaul?

What was their destination?

Who was on board?

What happened to the ship?

Where there any survivors?

What was their fate?

Notification of Casualty

When were the owners of the
ship informed of its fate?
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When did the Japanese Navy
forward the details onto the
PW Information Bureau?

What happened to the
information at the Bureau?

When did the writer discover
information about casualties?

Enquiries made by IRC
on behalf of Australia

What does IRC stand for?

What phrase upset the
Japanese authorities?

How did the Japanese
authorities respond?

Enquiries made by
Japanese Foreign Office

Why were the details of
enquiries made by the
Foreign Office not available
to Major Williams?

Enquiries made by Swiss
legation on behalf of
Australian Authorities

What was the only definite
reply received from the
Japanese?

The Information
Bureau’s responsibility

When does Lt Gen Tamura,
admit they knew of the full
details?

What reason does he give?

Letters addressed to the
1053 persons who were
lost

How long were the relatives
of the missing prisoners
ignorant about their fate?
What happened to the letters
of the prisoners?
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Part 2 – what else can we find?

You have now established a sequence of events from this document.  Now use your research and
analytical skills to explore these issues.  Some questions may require further research.

1. Describe Major Williams’ attitude towards the Japanese authorities, using references to
support your description.

2. Why was a Swiss legation making enquiries on behalf of the Australian authorities?

3. Why do you think Japanese authorities withheld information about the sinking of Montevideo
Maru?

4. Using references from the document, list two places where Australian prisoners of war were 
stationed during Second World War.  Research and list four other places were Australians 
were imprisoned.
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4. Complete this timeline, the first and last dates have been filled in for you.

• Japanese invasion of New Britain February 1942

• Passengers of Montevideo Maru last seen in Rabaul __________________

• Sinking of Montevideo Maru __________________

• Loss of Montevideo Maru reported to its owners __________________

• PW Information Bureau receive information __________________

on Montevideo Maru

• End of Second World War in the Pacific __________________

• Major Williams makes his report to the __________________

Recovered Personnel Division

• Australian families of the passengers receive October 1945

telegrams confirming their fate

Optional extra activity:
Create a parallel timeline for other major events in the Second World War.  Create a third timeline
detailing cultural and social changes (eg fashion, music, film) from 1939 – 45.

5. Assess the types of information that you can obtain from this document study

Yes No Partially

The number of people who died
on Montevideo Maru

Conditions on the ship

Australia’s relationship with
Japan during the Second World
War

Background of Major Williams

Size, colour and appearance of
Montevideo Maru

Attempts that were made by
Australian Government on the
fate of the Montevideo Maru

Name of the American
submarine that torpedoed the
Montevideo Maru

Role of IRC during the Second
World War

Feelings of families waiting for
news of prisoners








