AWMA4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Infantry

Item number: 23/61/13

Title: 44th Infantry Battalion

October 1917

AWM4-23/61/13




YIAR ]JLA:B. Y

| £ | i
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY ci‘_’!,

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part I1.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages (Evase heading not vequired.)

will be' prepared in manuscript.

Place

Date Hour

Summary of Events and Information

POPERINGHE.2.3/. 4.

EAST OF
YPRES.

Oet.

9-13&1?

|* Msnehsster Jagiment

Rattalion ressing.Battalion moved up %o Ypres nighv of 3rd/4%h.ittacking sroope moved up %0
point of assembly which was reachsd ab =10 s.m. Oon 4th Night wes cloudy and overeas® light r
falling during %he three hours befors zero hour(6 a.m. 4-10-17) Heavy enemy shelling %00k plae
prior %0 6 s.m.but few sasualties occurred.The 3rd.Division a¥tacked with llth.Brigade on righy and
10%h.Brigads on she 1laf$,The 1llth,Brigade attacked with the £3rd,and 42nd, Rattalions $he 4Znd.

leap frogging through during a 12 minutes hal%0f $he barrags and halting on the RPD LINE also

the 44%h.and 41s%.Battaliona the latber going Shrough %0 the final RBLU¥ LINE and -nnnnliﬂuiing

The 44%h.Pattalion sttacked with "A" Coy.on right and "B"COy.in c¢entre,"D" COy.On left and "C

Coy. wars in reserve.The Bastalion passed $hrough 43rd, and 4°nd,Rattalions,\fter passing through
4°nd .Battalion barrage halted for 47 minutes, during which $ime Companiss and Rabttalion general
reorganised into attack formaslon,Battsalion then moved forward keeping closes up %o %he barrege JOn
arrival at DARING CROSSING ROAD we renlisad ws wers nearly on our objestive,we fthen wen'% forwazd an
another 100 yards,and eommenesd %0 e ngolidate, the 41s%,Rabtelion passing throngh us for shedr
final objestive,During $he advanes we suffered very slightly from enemy ihal;1n5+ﬂunaniunallr .
fights were pu$ up by enemy mechine guns and a good number of prisoners were %aiien and sen¥ bask
ander sseord.ifter eonsolidation had starbsd ne resh enemy shelling was on DARING CROSSING ROAT
100x behind our front line.S.0.5.calle wens up frequently during the day and prompily anawersed
by artillery and machins guns.Ho% food snd rations arrived and ware igsued within 24 hours aftsr
gaining objestive.On the night of the 5%h/6%h Oesober the Rattalion was relieved by $he 2/6%h.

A% 10-10 a.m. on 9-10-17 the Battalion lefts HRIE CAMP on the way %0 the $renches, the Bastalion
less "B" Ecehslon and $ransport moved by platoons in singls file a$é 100x interval in following
order A.B,C.D. H.' .debail .Battalion bivouagked for $he night at PRR-THURRAG RIDGE.On She afterm
noon of the 10%h. %he “atbalion eommenced on asn approach mareh moving by F and J $trescks and
Rallway.0n arrival at the front lins ths Zattalion relieved a mixed garrison of Lanes.usilier:
and Manchesters.The approaeh mareh was carried oud with only &8 few casuslties,Barly in she
morning of the llth.enemy snipers g 've &Srouble but were ¢uiekly sesttled.puring the afsernoon
one of $h+ ensmy gave himsslf up and was sent back under egeort. At 3-30a.m. on the 12%h,word
was reseelved that the leading Bastalion of the ?th.Brigade was in 1ts agsembly position.The
front lins garrison moved baek %0 HILL 40 where they dug in.7eather very wst and eold all day
and night.on the afternoon of 13%h,the Battalion received ordere to relisve the frons line
garrison,The morale of $he men being splendid.Bettalion was organised into 2 sewpe Coys.of
abous 110 men eaeh,ravions drawn for 4B hours and moved up via the Railway.Very few easualties
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during approach mareh..0n %aking over the F.L., we found we were about 200x in rear of Fronk
Line whieh we lef% on morning of She 1Z2th.inst., Relief eomplede by 8 p.m. and 9th, Rrigade
moved outs.During night and following day(l4sh,insé., )the onemy shelling of the Cutting, Cemeter |
and our trenches very severe,but we suffered few casualties,During mépké4 daylight on 144k,
some of our men wen¥ oud seversl hundred yards and brought in wounded men of the 9%h.Prigade.p
Patrols sent® out a% night did not come in eontact with eneny.leavy enemy shelling on the 15%h,
but casusl$iss £light,.ib dusk some 33rd.Pattalion $roops eame up and were placed in 6 posts
a fsw hundred yards in fron$ of our line.Later wa wers relisved by a Battalion of 9th.Brigads
and moved baek to HILL 40 into reserve.From 16%h, %0 20%h,.ins¥., inelusive our ¥roops rested in |
dugoutsand shel%ers, cooks whals o0il rum and rasions were regulsarly issued and hsalth of troops |
improvsd.On the night of 19%h/20%h.eneny fired numerous gas shells,alrerafs were f-irly setive
on both sides .E,Aeroplanss dropping bombs during daylight.on she 20%h.inas, .prders for relisf
wers recaivad and Battalion was rslisved by Canadiang next day.Reburn mareh ewas via 7 traek ‘
TPRES-ZONNERELE ROAD thenas %0 Asylum YPRUES.Patsal . on mets by guides snd proeeedsd %0 VLAMERTIN- |
GE CAEP.On %he 22nd.%he Balttalion movedto (T.PINRAE for reorganisation,rest and sr=ining.
Remained a® 57.PI7RRT dlstries %o end of month.To%al casualéies for month-15 offieers 322 ven
whish ineludes 5 Officers snd 80 Man killed and died of wounds,0ffieers killed~ Capts., Pones, |
Young.Lisu%s, ,Drummond, Pitman and Bond. Honours =and awsrda received for Yeir8 opsrations.- |
fajor M . H.a'Beckedd De5.0. |

Lisus . H,.C.Eremnay v.C,
" W,.R.7vaddeford M.0. 1
Serzi.l.L.Ton. D.C.VW,
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