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From_ _The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIAM. . . .
Date . 5the Mareh, 41940  Reference Ne. S.C.127/2/9

To  The Rear-Admiral Commanding H.lM.Australian Sguadrone.

Subject War Diary, H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA".

With reference to Navy Office Letter No. 589/201/765,
of 10th. February, 1940, herewith are forwarded Monthly Var diaries
covering the period 28th August, 1939, to 29th. February, 1940.

CAPTAIN.

A.F. 70/16.
The Secretary, Naval Board.

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

&? zf 'MM'. ﬂ/ﬂl GePa0s REAR A.IHIRA.L COMMANDING,

8th March, 1940, H.M.,AUSTRALIAN SQUADRON.
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H M.A.S."AUSTRALIAY,

-r;-':_""

f;_f_'.*'i" WAR DIARY - H.li.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 28th AUGUST, 1939, TO
30th SEPTEMBER, 1939.

1939.
1. 28th August. H.M.A.S."Australia" commissioned at Sydney.

2. 3rd September. War declared by Great Britain against Germany.

3. 29th September. Placed under the administration of the
Commodore Commanding H.M. Australian Squsdron.

Ssiled for Port Phillip. On passage carried
out Trade Defence Operation (0Y41) off the
South-East coast of Australia in conjunetion
with the Royal Australian Air Forece and those
ships of the Squadron disposed in New South
Wales and Victorisa.

PR

CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadrone.
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H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIAY
18t March, 1940.

1« 28%h ‘w- H.M.A.S."Australia” commissioned at Wl
2. Ird September. War declared by Grest Britain against Germeny.

29%h September. Placed under the sdministration of the
" Commodore Commanding H.l. A allan Sgusdron.

m M m wun i lﬂ. ﬂ.l'
aom—m coasl of in

mwmm%mmaﬂm
Wales and Victorie.

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTAINR.

The mmm'amm
H.M. Australian Scuadrone.
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H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA"Y,
18t March, 1940.

¢\’ WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 4st OCTOBER, 1939, TO

31st OCTOBER, 1939.

1959.
1. 2nd October. Entered Port Phillip.

2« 11th October. Proceeded to rendezvous with H.M.A.S."Canberra'
(Zone -10) off the coast of liew South Wales passing Port

Phillip Heads at 1130.
When in vposltion 20 miles South of Cape Schank
a message was received from Naval Board that a
suspicious vessel, probably a warship, had been
sighted that morning at 0500 off Gabo Island and
that aircraft were investigating the report and
searching the area. Notice for steam was
advanced to full speed at half an hour's notice
and speed was lincreased so as to be 1in a
favourable vposition for making contact and
covering the trade routes.

Operation Orders for "Canberra" and "Australia"
were subsequently received by signal from the
Flag Officer Commanding Australian Squadron,

but at 2043 information was received from Naval
Board that air search had disproved the presence
of any suspicious vessel and that investigation
could be discontinued.

3. 12th October. Joined "Canberra'" and carried out exercises in
company e

L. 13th Oetober. Entered Port Jacksone.

5. 20th October. Proceeded to sea and exercised off Port Jackson
with "Canberra" and "Adelaide" returning to
Sydney on completion.

6. 24th October. Proceeded to sea with "Adelaide" in company
and carried out Trade Protection Patrol between
Newcastle and Twofold Bay, and exercises.

7. 26th QOctober. Proceeded into Port Jackson.

/Zqﬂw

CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
He.lM. Australian Squadron.
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HelloA.85."AUSTRALIAY,
18t Harch, 1940.

1939.
1. 2nd October. Entered Fort Phillip.

2. 11th October. Proceeded to rendezvous with HoM.A.S."Canberra™
(zone =-10) off the coast of 'ew S-uth Vales passing Fort

Phillip Heads at 1130.
when in position 20 miles Sonth of Cape Schank
lmmmminﬂerHmltht a
suspicious vessel, probably a warship, had been
sighted that morning at 0500 off Gabo Island and
that sircraft were investigasting the report and
secarching the area. Notice for ateam was
advanced t> full speed at half an hour's notice
and speed was icreased so as to be in a
Tavourable nosition for making eontact and
govering the trade routes.

Operation Orders for "Canberra"” and "sustralia”
were subsequently received by signal from the
Plag OfTicer Commanding Australian Squadron, |
but at 2043 information was received from Haval
that air search had disproved ithe presence
£ anv susvicious vessel and that investigatiom
eould be discontimmed. ,

3« 12th October. Joined "Canberra’ and carried out exerclses in
COmPaNnY «

k. 13th Oectober. Entered Port Jackson.

5« 20th October. Proceeded to sea and exercised off Pert Jackson
with "Carberra” and "Adelaide” returning to
Sydney on completion.

6. 2hth October. Proceeded to sea with "Adelaide" in company

and carried out Trade frotection ‘"atrol between
Hewcastle and Twofold Bay, and cxercises.

M
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7. 26th Octobers. Proceeded into “ort Jackson.
4
CA 'TAIN.
The Hear-Admiral Commanding |
HoM. Australian Squadrone. *1
i.
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H.M.A.S."AUSTEALIA",
1st March, 1940.

ﬁ{,'WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALTA" 1st NOVEKBER, 1939, TO

1939.
18t November.

2nd November.
(Zone =10)

Srd November.
7th Novenber.

(Zone -10)

85th November.
(Zone -10)

Sth November.

10th November.

14th November.

15th November.
(Zone —-10)

16th November.

17th Novenmber.

20th Tovember.

22nd November.

25th November.

30th NOVEMBER, 1939.

Rear-Admiral J.G. Crace, R.N. assumed command
of H.lM. Australian Squadron.

Proceeded to sea at 1315 and carried out exercises
with "Canberra" and "Adelaide'.

Returned to Port Jackson.

At 1822, slipped and proceeded to carry out
night encounter exercise with H.M.S. "Moreton .
Bay" .

Joined "Canberra" off Port Jackson for exercises.

1438 parted company and proceeded to patrol
ofT Gabo.

Continued patrol off Gabo until 1800 then
shaped course for Sydney.

Arrived Port Jackson.

Proceeded in company with "Canberra" for
exercises and patrol to the Southwarde.

Ships anchored in Jervis Baye.

Information having been received that
unidentified ships had been reported off
Archer Point and Double Island at OLOO on
153th November and that air searches were
being carried out, ships weighed and proceeded
at 1345, "Canberra" to the Northward and
"Australia" to the Southward to patrol off
Gabo .

Patrol was maintained until information was
received that air search was completed, when
course was set to rejoin the PFlag.

Carried out exercises with "Canberra'" and
entered Port Jackson at 4200.

Proceeded to sea for exercises with "Canberra"
and "Adelaide". On completion "Canberra'
and "Rustralia" proceeded to Melbourne.

secured alongside at Port Melbourne at 1100.

At 1430 sailed for Albany in company with
“"Canberra". After leaving Port Phillip

speed was increased to 20 knots, it being
the intention to be on the Weet Australian
trade routes by the "furthest-on'" date of the
arrival of a German raider known to be
operating in the Indian Ocean.

§5 resninea ik
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HoM.A.B."AUBTHALIAY,
lt wp 1%'

1939.
18t Tiovember.

2nd November.
(Zone -10)

ird NHovenber.
th "ovembere.
Zone -40)

8th Novenber.
(Zone -10)

9¢th Novembers

10th Hovember.

14th Toverber.

1 5“ Hovemiber.

( Zone —10)

16th November.

17th Hovemnber.

20th "ovember.

22nd N venber.
25th Novexber.

Rear-Admiral J.¢. Crace, 2.N. assumed command g
of H.M. Avstralian Souasdron. ~

“rogecded t- sea at 1315&M=m1ﬂmtmun§
with "Caenberra” and “"Adelaide”,

Returned to Port Jackson. h.
At 4822, slipnoed and proceeded to carry out “5?
nignt mim with H.M.8. "Moreton y
Bay s | §
Joined "Camberra” off Fort Jackson for exercises.

1438 parted company end proceeded to patrol W
off Gabo. '

i "|.

"\

Contimued patrol off Gabo until 1800 then
shaped course for Sydneye.

Arrived Port Jackson.

Proceeded in company with "Canberra® for .
exercises and patrol to the sSouthward.

Ships anchored in Jervis Bay.

Information having been received that
unidentified ships had been reported off
Archer Point and Double Island st OLOO on 3
15th Noverber and thet alr searches were

being carried cut, ships weighed and proceeded
at 1345 "Ganhm" to the Yopthward and
"Auitﬂih” t2 the Ssathrard to patrol off
Gabo.

Patrol was maintained until m“tiaﬁ was
recelved that air search was completed, when
course was set to rejoin the Flag.

Carried out exercises with "Cenberra’ and
entered Port Jackson at 41200,

Proceeded to sea for exercises with "Canberra”
and "Adelaide". On completion "Canberpa"
end "Rustralia" proceeded - Helbourne.

Secured alongside at Port Helbourne at 1100,

At 1430 sailed for Albany in company with
"Canberra”. After leaving Port “hillip

speed wvas increased to 20 knots, it Deing
the intention to Be on the Vest Aﬂtﬂlhn
trade routes by the "furthest-on" date of the
arrival of a Germen raider known to be
operating in the Indian Ocean.
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1T,
( WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1et NOVEMBER, 1939, TO
30th NOVEMBER, 1939.)

15. 28th November. Ships anchored in King George Sound at 1053
(Zone =8) and fuelled from R.A.F.A. "Kurumba".

1938 proceeded independently to take up datum
positions for patrol, i.e. approximately 110
miles South-ilest from Rottnest Island.

16. 29th November. Patrolled in the vicinity of Datum Position
(rene ~8) from 1200. "Canberra" and "Sydney" were
acting similarly, their Datum Positions
being 69 and 157 miles respectively to the
Northward. Patrol was carried out across the
trade routes during daylight and parallel to
them during dark hours.

17+ 30th Novembere. Patrol was continued until 1145 when, in

(Zone -8) accordance with orders to escort 8.8."Katoomba"
from a position 50 miles South-West of Rottmest
Island until asbreast Cape Leeuwin, course was
set to rendezvous with her. S.5."Katoomba"
was carrying troops from Western Australia
to the Eastern States.
The escort of "Katoomba'" was taken over from
"Canberra" at 1630,

@'\M
CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.il. Australian Sguadron.

e AUSTRALIAN
TR MEMGEIAL
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( WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA™ 18t NOVEMBER, 1939, TO

II.

-_.-’|'=-._

30th YWOVEMBEIR, 1939.)

A
<

”  45. 28th Novenber.
(Zone ~8)

16. 29th FHovember.

(2owe-%)

17 30th Hovenber.
(Zone =8)

The Rear-Admiral

Ships anchored in King ﬂuargu Sound at 1053 :
and fuelled from R.A.F.A. "Kuramba".

1938 proceeded independently to take datum
positions for patrol, 1.e. npmu 19
miles South-iest from Hottnest Island. -

Patrolled in the vieinity of Datum Position
from 1200. 'Canberra” and "Sydney"” were A
acting similarly, their Datum “ositions

being 69 end 137 miles respectively to the
Horthward. Patrol was carried out across the
them duaring dark hours. ]

=Y
Patrol wes continued until 4145 when, in
accordance with orders to escort 8.5."Katoonb
from a poeition 50 miles Scuth-Vest ufmm
Island until abreast Leeuwin, course m i
set to rendezvous with 8.8."Katocnba"
wag carrying troops from Vestern Australia
to the Rastern ftates.
The escort of "Katoomba” was taken over from
"Canberra" at 1630.

.'. |i

3.1

4 "

(Sgd.) R. B. STEWART.
CAPTAIN. L3

H.M. Australian Sguadron.
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9. 22nd December.

10 29th December.

The Hear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.

{.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA"Y,
1st March, 1940.

/" WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st DECEMBER, 1939, TO

1959.
18t Decenber.
(Zone -8)

2nd December.
(Zone -8)

3rd December.
(Zone -8)

Lith DLecemnber.
(Zone -8)

6th Deceniber.
(Zone =10)
7th December.

8th December.
(Zone =10)

218t December.

(Zone -10)

Escort of S.8."Katoomba" continued until off
Cape Leeuwin at 0200, when "Australia" parted
company with "Katoonba" and returned to the
datum position and resumed patrol.

Proceeded to rendezvous with "Sydney" and
"Canberra" in the vicinity of the latter ship's
datum position at 0600.

Carried out exercises in company until 1100
when "Sydney" parted company and "Canberra

and "Australia" proceeded to King George Sound.

Anchored in King George Sound and fuelled
from R.A.F.A."Kurumba" .

"Canberra" proceeded at 1400 and "Australia
at 1528,

Rejoined "Canberra' at 0800 and proceeded to
Port Melbourne carrying out exercises in
company on passage.

Arrived Williamstown at 1545 and fuelled.

Sailed for Sydney.
Arrived Sydney 1700,

Ordered to raise steam with all despatch on
receipt of message that Royal Australian

Air Force aircraft had sighted a suspicious
vesesel off Montague Island.

"gustralia" slipped at 1258 and proceeded with
despatch ahead of "Canberra'" to an interception
position 90 miles South-East of Sydney, arriving
there at 1645. Course was then altered to the
N.N.E., the intention being to keep approximately
abreast the suspicious vessel's furthest-on
position, whilst keeping to seaward of the

trade routes, and to be within reasonable
distance of the focal area of the approaches to
Port Jackson and Newcastle.

Shortly after steadying on the new course
information was received that the wvessel had
been identified.

Proceeded to rendezvous with "Canberra" and,
after carrying out exercises in company,
returned to Port Jackson arriving there at 2200,

Ship's Company proceeded on long leave and the
ship was placed at 48 hours notice for steam.

CAPTATN.

AWMTE 4471



HelMofoeSe "AUSTRALIA",
1“ Hm’ I%Bi

1938.
1+ 18t December.
(Zone =8)

2. 2nd December.
{Zone -8)

3¢ 5rd Decembor.
(Zone -8)

 (Zone -8)

51- 6th Decerber.
(Zome -10)

6a m December.

T= 8th Decenber,
(Zone =10)

8. 298t Decenber.
(zone -10)

0, 22n8 Decenber.

10. 29th December.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding CAPTAIN.

Escort of 5.8."Katoonba" continmed until off
Cape Iseuwin at 0200, when "Australia" partcd
company with "Katoonba" and returned to the
datim position and resumed patrol.

Proceeded to rondesvons with "Sydney" end
"Canberra” in the vieinity of the latter shir's
datum position at 0600.

Carried ont exercises in company until 1400
when "“Sydney" parted company and "Canberra
and “"Australia” proceeded to King George Sound.

Anchored In King George Sound and fuelled
from R.AF.A."Kuramba® .

"Canberra" proceeded at 1400 and "Australia”
at *Mm

Rejoined "Cenberra" at 0800 and proceeded to
Port Melbourne carrying ut esercises in
COMPENY On PAsSSAIS.

Arrived Willlamstown at 1545 and fuelled.

Salled for Sydney.
Arrived Sydney 1700.

Ordered to ralse steanm wi‘th all despateh om
receipt of message that loyal Australian
Alr Poree asircraft had sighted a suspicious
vessal off Hortame Ialand,.

"Australis" glipped at 1258 and proceeded with
despatch ahead of "Canberra” to an interception
position 90 miles South-zast of » arriving
there at 1°45. Course was then al to the
N.N.E., the intention being to keep approximately
n.hruu; suspicious vessel's furthest-on
punit.ten, ﬂﬂ.ﬂ keeriag to seaward of the
trade routes, and to be within reas-nable
ﬁiutme-rtm!haﬁlmnfmwtﬂ
FPort Jackson and Fewcastle.

Shortly after steadying on the new course
information was received that the wvessel had
been identified.

Proceeded tw&:ﬂm Iith "Canberre” and,
after carry out exercises in ny
returned to Port Jackson arrivi wﬁr&'ﬁ 2200,

ship's Company proceeded on long leave and the

ship was placed at LS8 hmn notice for steam.




H.M.A.B."AUSTRALTIAY,
18t March, 1940.

“WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st JANUARY, 1940, TO

1804L0.
1. 5th January.

2. 8th January.

3. 9th January.

L. 10th January.
(Zone =10)

6. 11th January.
7+ 12th January.

8. 18th January.

318t JANUARY, 1940.

Ship was docked by two tugse.

Ship's Company returned from leave. The ship
undocked P.M. under own power and reverted to
Tfour hours notice for stean.

Proceeded to sea for exercises and returned to
Sydney on completion.

0819 slipped and with "Empress of Canada" in
company proceeded to rendezvous with the New
Zealand contingent of Convoy U.S.1. The convoy
was Jjoined at 1150, and was composed of "Orion",
"Dunera", "Strathaird", "Sobieski"™, "Rangitata"
and "Empress of Canada'". The escort on joining
being H.M.S5. "Ieander" wearing the Broad Pendant
of the Commodore Commanding New Zealand Squadron
("Canberra" and "Ramillies" having proceeded
into Sydney during the forenoon and norning
respectively).

"Sydney" Jjoined the escort at about noon.

At 1600 "Otranto", "Orford", "Orcades" and
"Strathnaver joined the convoy from Sydney.
"Canberra" and "Ramillies" joined the escort

at this time. "Leander" then parted company and
proceeded into Sydney.

The convoy was then formed as follows:-

"Otranto" "Orion' (Commodore) '"Orcades"
"Strathaird" "Empress of "Rangitata"
Canada"

"Sobieski" "Strathnaver" "Dunera'

(Vice-Commodore )
"Orford™

Whilst the escorting ships were:-

"Canberra" (The Rear-Admiral Commanding

H.M. Australian Squadron.)

"Ramilliesg"

"Australia

L] | EF&HE’F“
"Sydney" parted company.
‘Empress of Japan" joined the convoy off Port
Phillip shortly after noon and took statlon astern
of "Strathnaver!.
During the forenoon, the convey formed into three
columns for entering the swept channel. "Australia

led into Gage Roads "Orion", "Orcades" and
"Otranto”. On arrival the ships of the convoy

anchored iNeecscsss/

AMMTE 4471



H.M.A .S+ "AUSTRALIA",
18t Harch, 1940.

1540.
1+ 5th January.

2. Oth Jammary.

3« 9th January.

Le 10th January.
(Zzone -10)

6+ 11th Jenuary.
T 1‘5ﬂh JENUETY -

8¢ 18th Jammary.

Ship was docked by two tugs.

Bhip's Company returned from leave. The ship
undoecked P.l. under own power and reverted to
four hours notice for steam.

"roceeded to sea for exerciscs and mm to
Srdney on completions

0849 slipped and with "Impress of Canada™ in
company proceeded to rendezvous with the New
Waﬁ:tﬂwmmh ﬂ.;ﬁgm
was ' Joined was composed "Orion",
‘Dunera" Wgwm- "Langltata®
M"w m-mermnﬂan

beling HJl.5. "Ieander” wearing the “endant

mcwﬁcmwmw
in?on "ﬁi mw,@lm
ng
respecti .

"Sydney" joined the mt ‘@t sbout noone

At 1600 "Otramto”, "Orford”, "HM'

'Strathnaver joined the convoy mma
m "mm-:othmm
a s tine. mwmmﬂm
proceeded into Syd ay.

The convoy was then formed as follows:-
"otrantc" "Orion" (Commodore) “Orcades”

"Strathaird” “impress of "Hangitata"
Canada”
"goblieaki™ "strathnaver” "Dunera"
: (Vice~Commodore )
"orford"

Whilst the escorting ships were:-
"Ganberra” (The hear-idmiral Commanding
H.M. Australisn Sguadron.)
"Ramillies®™ |
"sustralia”
EWH
“Sydrey" parted companye

S of Japan"” joined the convey off “ort

p shortly after noon and tock statiom astern
ur.-amm

Daring the forenoor, the convoy formed into three
columns for entering the swept chennel. 'Mﬂlu"
led into @Gage Roads "0Opion", "Orcades” and
mwﬁmminl&mmartm convoy

anchored INeececes J
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II.

( NAR DIARY - H.M A.s."AHSTRALIA" 18t JANUARY, 1940, TO

"H(Gnntinued}

9. 20th Januarye.

(zone =2

10, 21st_January.

11« 30th January.

318t DECEMBER, 1940).

anchored in Gage Hoads or proceeded into
Fremantle, while ships of the escort
anchored in Gage Roads.

H.H.8."Kent" and the French Cruiser "Suffren"
were at anchor when "Australiae" arrived.

"Ramillies" took over as senior officer of
the escort with "Kent" and "Suffren" escorting
ships.

Prﬂuéeded to sea for exercises in company
with the Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M.
Australian Sguadron in "Canberra'.

At 1730, "Canberra" and "Australia" steamed

through the lines of the convoy cheering
ghip as each ship drew abreast of each
transport.

Proceeded into Fremantle and secured to
North Wharf.

"Canberra" proceeded to Port “elbourne and
"Australia" assumed the duties of Senior
Officer Force "ZZ".

While alongside, carried ocut Training Classes.

W

CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australisn Squadron.

AUSTEALIAT
WAR MEMORIAL
AWMTE 441






















































































































































































































































