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FPoM...... The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA",
Dat€seseee 10th. December, 1944, RefeNOeee.Ce2512/191/9,

TOseseeees The Secretary, Naval Board, Navy Office,
Copy: Cormodore Commanding Australian Sgquadron,

Subjectess REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR PERIOD 30th. OCTOBER -
50th, NOVELUBER, 1944y

Be pleased to lay before the Naval Board the
following report of proceedings for the period from 30th.
October to 30th. November, 1944,

Ze On October 30th., in accordance with instructions
received from Commander, Tth. Fleet,"AUSTRALIA" sailed at
0800/1 from Manus via Vitiaz Straits to Espiritu Santo for
Battle Damage repairs, Before proceeding I visited Commodore
J.A.Collins, R.A.N, and our wounded officers and men in the
United States Naval Hospital at Manus - all were progressing
favourably.

B At 1310/I the Starboard Forward Circulator pump
ran & bearing and speed had to be reduced to 12 knots to
enable the starboard inner shaft to be stopped and the break
put on the shafte All bearings of the pump.were remetaled
and the unit started again at 0815I/31st. 8Speed was increased
to 20 knots and the remainder of the passage made.against the
South West Monsoon., Rain squalls were frequent and on occasions
speed had to be reduced to 12 knots owing to bad visibility
and leck of radar,

4, During passage ship's staff prepared lists of all
demage and defects and carried out as much preliminary work
a8 possible,.

e Friday 3rd. November. Arrived Espiritu Santo and
secured to a buoy in Segond Channel. Commander C,J,Palmer,
U.S5.N., Base Repalr Officer, and his staff came onboard to
inspect damage and conferred with Engineer Captain L.J.P.Carr,o8<,
R.,AN., and Ship's Staff, 2

Ge The progressing of repairs and lists of damage and
defects made good by the U.S. Ship Repair Staff and Ship's
Stafl were reported in Commodore Commanding H.M.A.Squadron's
letter A.F.652/660/27 dated 30th. November, 1944,

e Saturday 4th. November. A Crane Lighter berthed
alongside and Iif%aﬁ out the demaged foremast and director
tower,

Be Sund oth. ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂmﬂr' HeM.A:S. “Q,UIGKM&TGH"
arrived and secured alongside with stores and gear for

Action Damage repairs. Mr. Darling, Foreman of Garden

Island Gunmounting Shop, and lMr. McPhee, Electrical Assistant
inspected damage with Ship's Staff and representatives of
U.S. Repair Base. That evening "QUICEMATCH" sailed with
stores for return to Sydney and 4 officers and 15 ratings

on draft,.
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/9, Sub-Lieutenant G.M.Neale, R.A.N.V.R. from H.M.A.
Radar School and two Radio liechanics remasined to assist with
the repairs, BSub-Lieutenant Neale and his party did very
good work and I was later informed by the U.8. Ship Repair
Base that without them the job could not have been completed,

10, Cormander Palmer, U.S.N. later expressed to me his
appreciation of the selection of stores and gear brought by
"QUICKMATCH", and stated that without this assistance it would
have been quite impossible to have repaired the ship at
Espiritu Santo.

11, Mundaﬁ 6th. November, I called on Captain H.B.
Mecleary, U.S.N.Retired, Commander Naval Bage, who had been
away at Noumea when we arrived. Captain Macleary is also
the U.S, Commander of the Island, having lately taken over

this duty from a U.S. General.

12. Wednesday 8th. November. "AUSTRALIA" proceeded
alongside No. o Pier adjacent to the U.S. Ship Repair Base
and remained alongside until:

13. Tuesday 28th. Noverber. When repairs being
completed, ship complefed with oil and anchored in the stream.

14, Wednesday 29th. November, Was spent in testing .
electrical equipment and carrying out a check tilt test
between Fore-Director Mounting and "B" Turret. These tests
were satisfactory.

15, Thuraggg o0th. November. Ship sailed at 0800I
for Menus in accordance with ComsoPac's signal, time of

origin 290613/November, copy of which is attached. Close
range weapons were exercised at drogue targets towed by
U.B.N. Aireraft,

16, During the ship's stay at Espiritu Santo, opportuni ty
was taken to send approximately 550 officers and men for a one
day's course in Fire Fighting. Reported in ny letter C.2586/131/16
dated 27th. November, 1944, and to send all qualified A.A.
ratings and Air Lookouts for a week's course in eyeshooting
and Aircraft recognition respectively. Very good value was
obtained from both these courses. A certain number of officers
were also invited to witness jungle fighting demonstrations

. glven by units of the 27th. Division, U.S.Army, under Major

————

|

lMcKay, who had learnt their business on Saipan., These
demonstrations were very interesting and rost realistic, in
particular the efficient way a well trained team could deal
with a jungle pill box was most impressive.

17, Captain H.B.Mecleary, U.S8.N. and his officers snd
men particularly the Base Repair Unit were most helpful in every
way and considering the faet that most of the equipment was
foreign to them a good job has been done in repairing the
battle damage and making good defects. 1In some cases the
"finish" is not as good as might have been possible in our
own base, but the general opinion is that the Ship is as
good as she was - indeed in some respects she is better as
We were able to obtain a number of items which would not
have been available in Sydney. It is also a fact that a
great deal more "self refit" was possible than would have
been done in Sydney.
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18. Three more Bofors, and six more Oerlicon guns, tie /afer
all fitted with Mark XIV sights, have been installed and
are reported in my letter C.2439/130/84 dated 1st.December,1944,
A Ten unit inter communication system has also been fitted.
The After Searchlight and platform has been removed and the
Emergency Conning position has been greatly improved.

19. Despite a natural regret that the ship was unable

‘tn repair in Sydney, the stay at Espiritu Santo was enjoyed

by all, Facilities for recreation were ample. A Wwatch of
the Ship's Company landed every aftiernoon on Aore Island
where a veritable lido has been set up and swimming and
sunbaking on wery pleasant beaches was very attractive.

Beer and icecream in very adequate guantities were available

at reasonable costs Officers were made members of
the U.S5.N. Officers Club and the U.S.N. cers Swimming Club.
20, A strenucus programme of gemes was arranged and

a 8ports Carnival and boxing matches were held in competition
with the Royal New Zealand Air Force whose Commanding Officer,
Wing Commander W.C.Turner, R.N.Z.,A.F. was most cooperative,

cl. The Band gave a number of performances ashore
and on one occasion provided dance music onboard when sone
thirty U.S. Navy and U.S. Army Nurses were entertained.

/ 22, I would like to mention the great assistance
received from Lieutenant P.Burns, R.A.N.V.E. Royal Australian

. Naval Liaison Cfficer at Espiritu Santo., He was indefatigeble

in making any arrangements ashore that we required.

23 Letters of appreciation have been written to all
concerned, both with regard to repairs and in general the
ship's stay at Espiritu Santo.

24, The conduct and health of the Ship's Company
have been entirely satisfactory. Two accidents involving
the grant of Hurt Certificates occurred (Supply Petty Officer
Hall and Able Seaman Barry). Two cases were left in Base
Hospital 15 (Able Seaman Barry and Stoker Lonnie), neither
gseriously ill.

25, Particulars of, Distance Steamed, Hours under way,

Average distance per ton of fuel and Total distance steamed
are appended,

L1

CAPTAIN, R.A.N.
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Appendix "A" of Report of Proceedings for period,

50th. October to 30th. Novenber, 1944 vide

paragraph 15,

To: CliB. SANTO COMSEVENTHFLEET FIEBERLING.
Infos: HMAS AUSTRALIA CHNB SO0S0LS COMSERONSCOPAC  COMCORTDIV 73
CHB MANUS CTF 74 CTF 77 CTF 72 CHNB TULAGI
From: COMSOPAC  INCOMING 271043 NOV. SECRET OP OP OP

IOTE NR N 2409

FIEBERLING DEPART PUAVIS DAWN TWENTY EIGHT NOVEMBER PROCEED SANTO
VIA ROUTE ASPIRIN POSITION FOURTEEN FIFTY SOUTH ONE SIXTY SEVEN
FIFTEEN EAST X ARRIVAL REPORT CNB SANTC AS ESCORT AUSTRALIA X WHEN
READY COMNAVBASE ROUTE AND SAIL CRUISER ESCORTED BY DOG

EASY ACCORDANCE COM SEVENTH FLEET TWENTY NINE ZERO THREE THIRTY
FIVE OCTOBER NOT NEEDED BY ALL X COM SEVENTH FLEET REQUESTED
PROVIDE RELIBEF ESCORT VICINITY OF AREA BOUNDARY

Tz IG
TOD: 271245 V NV AdJR

Tos HMAS AUSTRALIA
Info: COMSERONSOPAC X NB MANUS CTF 74 COMCORTDIV 73
CTF 72 CTF 77 FIEBERLING CNB SOSCLS
From: COMSOPAC

BOTITLE BABY FF AS WO SUITABLE ESCORT AVATILABLE CMA AFFIRMATIVE TO
AUSTRALIA REQUEST TO SAIL WITHOUT ESCORT XERO EIGHT HUNDRED LOVE
THIRTIETH X ROUTE AND SAIL DIRECT MANUS X PROVIDE MAXIMUM AIR
COVERAGE MODIFIES COLSOPA TWENTY SEVEN TEN FORTY THREB

N 253@0 29¢613 OFPEBRATICNAL FMA
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Appendix "B" of Report of Proceedings for period, (

80th, October, to 30th. Hovember, 1944 vide

paragraph 25, C.C,N.0, 97/43,

Diatance ateoamed,ssssssvsssrscscssveselBT0sl
Hours under waY.seseseosssosasssscsoses T0 24760,
Average/distance/ton/fuel.esssccessses 1e69
Total distance steamedessccccceceeed14,156,3
AVOrage SPO0Uesssessusni vavesnvesessnn 16.96
Hours underway (Tot8l)eeesesosesssesl8, 511 27/60.

COMMAITDER (B), R.A.N.
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FLOM »» +e o+ The Commanding 0fficer, H.M.A.5. "AUSTRALIAM
DAt eo oo o 10th November, 1944, R'Efqﬂﬂq 019234/191/5

To es «s s 'Ihe Jecretary, Naval Board, Hé%y Office, Melbourne,
(Copy to The Commander, Task Fdrce 74.)

Su-h-jﬂﬂt ee wa MB_T QF__PE:GGEEI}II‘IG’B F‘Eﬂ' TI{E'PERIGB adsth October =-
29th October, 1944

J Be pleased to lsy before the Naval Board the
following Report of Proceedings Tor the periocd Wednesday: 4th
October to Sunday 29th October, 1944, Report of Proceedings
for the period 21st October to 23rd Qctober was covered by the
Mlarrative of Bvents contained in my letter C.2094/208/5, Tollowing <

x/ l] the suicide attack by an enemy plame on HEEE Ship on the morning
v of the 21st Ccltober. S =PAG 1 3/E
'ﬂh-:wf:t!h?xr iy ‘/.fﬂ-
2o On Tuesday, 24th October "a% 1620 Proceeded incs, s

company with "Warramunga" for Seeadler Harbour. Speed 18 knots to
arrive at destination at daylight on the 27th October. AT 1630
commenced Zig - Zag.

5, \ednesday Z5th Qctober.

Able Seaman B.3. Fontaine, (C.li. Pl.4828, who had
died of his wounds during the night was buried at sea with Tull
Naval Honours in position 4° 38' m, 1372 18" E. The Reverend
Mawson conducted the Burial Service. ;

4, Thursday 26th October.

An allied convoy of five ships escorted by A.F.D's
was sighted at 1945 on the Port Bow at a distance of 7 miles,
steering approximately the same course as "AUSTRALIA".

5. Friday 27th October.

Bntered Seeadler Harbour at 0600 and came to with’
Port anchor in Noe. 10 Berth, Veered 5 shackles, Medical Officers
from the Naval Hospital at Lorengau (lanus Island) came aboard
immediately to make arrangements for the transfer of cur wounded
to hospital, Disembarkation of the wounded commenced at about
0900 and was campleted by noon. The Tollowing personnel were .
tranaferred to Base Hospital.-

Commodore J.A. Collins, R.A:,

Lieutenant D.C. Wells, H.A.N.

Lieutenant B. Dowling, R.A.l.

Paymaster Comuander E.H. Leiteclh, R.A.l.
Sub-Lieutenant K.\/. Thorne, H.A.N.R.=
3ub~Lieutepant L.M., Johnston, X.aA.l.d, |
Ordinary Seaman A.L. Williams, O.0. PA.4585.
Able Seaman ¥.L. Hall, O,N, PA.Z2582.

Able Seaman J.A. Joyce, O,11. H.2358.
Ordinary Seaman N.R. Ferguson, 0.N. 8.9180.
Able Seaman K. Anderson, 0,H. Pli.4060,

Able Seaman A.L. Pynor, 0.l0. Pi.5128,
Leading Seaman K. Vaughany; 0.0« PA.1587.
Able Seaman{Radar) R.D. Bearle, 0.N. 5.5647.
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Ordinary Seaman W.J. Tanner, O.N. N.K.
Ordinary Seaman B.P. Joy, 0,1l. PM.7226.
Ordinary Seaman W. S8utton, 0.N. F.53501.
Able Seaman Jadede BFI‘HE‘, 0.N. PM.5020.
Lﬂaﬂing S eaman G-IAl Rﬂbartﬂ, Q-N- Blglﬁf
Ordinary Seaman P.,A. dohnson, 0,11, 5.9219,
Able Seaman I. lNagorcka, 0.11. Pll.52086.
Able Seaman D.G« Betis, 0.,N. H.2498.
Petiy Officer H. Jones, 0,N, 19657.

Able Seaman J.D. Hamilion, O.lls He2475.
Leading Seaman W.D. Menzies, O,. W.950.
Ahl& EEEHIEI'I LIA‘ DI‘E\‘F, G‘N. PM-EB:LEI-
Able Seaman L.J. Sleep, 0,N. B.4206.
Leading Writer K.E. Fuller, 0,11, 8.4988,
Leading S3eaman R.K. Kiﬁﬂ-nﬂﬂa, 0., B.2403,
Able Seaman E.J. MacKinnon, O0.N. PH.4820.
Coder R. Gray, 0.N. 25621.

Able Seaman G.P. Cobiac, O.li. PA.3767.
Able Seaman Fed. A.-I"H.E, Celle PM.5964,
Able Seaman A.J. Holdsworth, 0,1, 19145,
Able Seaman L.B. Sharkey, 0.1, F.5953.
Able Seaman R.D. Mﬂ.ttilﬂ, O.ll. Pl.6002,
Leading Seaman W.W. Boshier, 0.ii. 10416.
Able Seaman P.A, Turner, 0.1, H.1310,
Petty OCfficer N. Leiteh, 0.N, 19588B.

G Conmander Keller, U.S5.N., the Manus representative
of the Maintenance Division of Gﬁmaarfmrce 7th ¥Pleet, inspected
the Action damage in the Tforencon. In view of the pending
arrival of the Naval Board representatives, it was arranged with
Commander Keller that he should return at 1900 for a conference.

e Shortly after 1500 Admiral of the Rleet Lord XKeyes
paid a personal viegit to the Ship to express his sympathy for us
on the loss of our Captain and Shipmates in action. Before
leaving he inspected the action damage. '

8. At about 1630 the First Naval Member, Admiral Sir
Guy Royle, K.CeB., CilleG., accompanied by Engineer Captain’
JeWe Wishart, Captain L.A.W. Spooner, Engineer Captain L.Jd.P.
Carr (8.E.0, 5 and Paymaster Captain P, Perry, came sgbhoard.
(AeCoelieBe's 240047 October). |

Qe During the day 311 No, 8" H,C. 8hell and 317 No,
Quarter charges 8" cordite were landed for use ar reguired by
Task Force 74, - E

10. CulieB. Manus' 200429 Cctober was despatched as
the result of the conference between Cornmander Keller, the Naval
Roard representatives and the Ship's Oflficers. Gampletad welding
stiffener angles on lower mast struts at the point of damage.

11. Saturday 28th October.

Tn an address to the 8hip's Company The Pirst .
NMaval Hember conveyed to the Officers and lien the symmathy of the
Waval Board on the misfortune whieh the Bhip had suffered. Stuck
fore topmast and fore yards and brought down miscellaneous gear
from the foremast, in pragaratiﬂn for the repair nf aetion iamaga

by dockyard.
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From .« «+ +» The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S, "AUSTRALIA"
Dat® oo o oo 10th November, 1944. Ref.No. ﬂiwm
s Naval Board, Navy 0ffice, Melbourne.

?':Ww

to The Cammnder, Task Force 74.)

To o8 s we

peri
sy 1944, Report of Proceedings
for the period 21st October to 25rd October was covered by the
Narrative of Events contained in my letter C.2094/208/5, following
attack by an enemy plame on this Ship on the morning
the 21st October.

2. On Tuesdsay, 24th October at 1620 Proceeded in
zwuth "Warramunga" for Seeadler Harbour. Speed 18 knots to

ve at destination at daylight on the 87th October. At 1630 -
comenced Zig - Zag.

Able Seaman E.S. Fontaine, 0,N. PH.48288, who had

th‘bu;d t sea with full
N, 137° 18 t.'mnwm
L ™ '

Conmodore Je.As. Collins, R.A.N.
Lieutenant D.C. Hlllt, ReAoN.
Lieutenant B. Dowling, R.A.N.
Paymaster Comnmander E.H. Lelteh, R.A.N.
Sub~Lleutenant K.W, Thorne, R.AN.Re=

Sub=Lieuntenant L.M. :m R.AHR.

Ordinary Seaman A.Le. W O.ll. PA.458S,

Able Seaman F.L. Hall, O.,N., PA.2328,

Able Seaman J.Ae. Joyece, O,N, H.2368.

Ordinary Seaman N.R. Ferguson, 0,N. S.9180.
Anderson, 0,1, PM.4060.

Able Seaman A.L. Pynor, O,N, PH.5128.

Leading Seaman K. Vaughan, O.N. PAe1B87.

Able Seaman(Radar) R.D. Searle, 0.N. S.5647,

lll‘/-
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