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PREFACE 
THE publication of this volume brings to an end the production 
of the Australian Oficial History of the War  1914-18 nearly 
twenty-three years after the writing of it was begun at 
Tuggranong Homestead, near Canberra. The time taken has 
been due mainly to the detailed character of the narrative, but 
also partly to the fact that, even with regard to the main course 
of the campaigns described, the work has been largely pioneer- 
ing. Not only the events of Gallipoli, Palestine, and New 
Guinea, but those of 1916 (First S o m e )  and 1917 (German 
Withdrawal, Bullecourt, Messines and Third Ypres) had to be 
grappled with before the British official history of them was 
available, although Sir James Edmonds and his staff constantly 
gave generous and invaluable help. For the earlier part of 1918 
the British History was published before the Australian, and 
was of utmost assistance ; but the present volume again traverses 
ground which is largely virgin, at least for official history. 
Again Sir James Edmonds, still steadily proceeding with his 
great work in wartime England, has largely helped with advice 
and by making some of his chapters available as they were 
finished. 

This volume deals with those months in which the First 
World War turned against the German Army on the Western 
Front, and shows in detail how, in the crucial Amiens sector, 
that change was brought about : the first chapter shows by what 
kind of men, and the rest of the book by what kind of methods 
(actually by a most aggressive defence leading up to attack). 
I t  had been intended to add, in appendices, short notes upon 
certain interesting aspects of army legal administration ; on the 
remarkable work of headquarters of the Australian Mining 
Corps (the A.E. and M.M. and B. Coy., perhaps better known 
as the “alphabetical company”) in all armies of the B.E.F. ; and 
on the Australian railway operating companies. 

It had also been intended to devote this preface largely to 
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corrections or additions, particularly one relating to the origin 
of Quinn’s Post in Gallipoli-as to which a long-realised gap 
in the records has been covered by an interesting statement 
from Sergt. H. E. Pugsleyl of the 11th Battalion, who was first 
sent to that indentation by Maj. Drake Brockman on the morn- 
ing of the Anzac Landing, and appears to have held his troops 
and the New Zealanders there, despite orders from a superior 
to retire. 

But the completion of the story of the final offensive in 1918 
finds a second world war in its third year ; and both the length 
of this volume and the necessity to avoid further delay in its 
publication have made the inclusion of these additions impos- 
sible. Fortunately, however, an opportunity of dealing with 
these matters is afforded by the intention of the Australian War 
Memorial Board to issue shortly, as a separate publication, a 
general index of the twelve volumes of the present history. The 
appendices and corrections will be included in that publication. 

In closing his work the Editor must again acknowledge the 
indebtedness of himself and his colleagues in authorship-first, 
to Sir G. F. Pearce, Mr. Andrew Fisher, Mr. W. M. Hughes, 
and successive Prime Ministers, Governments, and Ministers 
and Secretaries for Defence, whose patience alone has enabled 
the task to be carried through with thoroughness; next to 
Generals White, Bridges, Birdwood, Monash, Chauvel and 
Hamilton, whose support made it possible for most of the 
military narrative to be based on first hand observation and 
evidence; third to old comrades of the First A.I.F. of every 
rank for their unfailing readiness to help both during the First 
World War and since; to the British Official Historian, Sir 
James Edmonds. and his staff; to authorities in charge of the 
military records of Great Britain, France, Germany, Turkey, 
New Zealand, Canada and (in the case of the present volume) 
the United States ; to Colonel A. Graham Butler, who is sacri- 
ficing not only his livelihood but his health in order to provide 
his countrymen with a history of their Army Medical Service 
of which the second volume is a widely prized text-book in the 
present war, and is largely drawn on in these pages; to the 
publishers and printers, Government and other, of both State 

1 Regtl S g t  -Ma]. H E Pugsley (No. 222: 11th and g r s t  Rns ). Timber worker, 
of Ferguson, W A . .  b Taunton, Somerset, Eng., I O  hIay 1883. 
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and Commonwealth, and their staffs, who have constantly given 
this work an attention going far beyond any contractual obliga- 
tions ; to the Director and staff of the Australian War Memorial 
who have made this undertaking a part of their own-the work 
of Mr. E. L. Keage in classifying the immense files of war 
documents has not previously been acknowledged in these 
pages ; to newspapers and the R.S.S.I.L.A., which have regu- 
larly helped the search for information; to many others, but 
foremost, to Mr. J. Balfour, responsible for checking and index- 
ing the work, Mr. A. W. Bazley in charge of the historian's 
records and correspondence (and, since his call in 1939 to 
another task, Miss Ida hlcAulay),2 and Mr. W. S. Perry, 
successor to Mr. P. R. Wightman in the production of the 
maps and sketches-who together have formed the backbone 
of the small staff that has carried through this long task with 
devotion and thoroughness. 

C. E. W. B. 
Victoria Barracks, 

Syd 11 ey, 
Zlst  M a j f ,  1912. 

shfr.  Bazley, now on the staff of the Australian War Memorial has extended 
his help by dealing with records of technical services. 
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