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PREFACE 

THE sole purpose of this narrative is to record the work of 
the Australian Light Horse in the British campaigns in Sinai, 
Palestine and Syria during the years 1916, 1917, and 1918. 
It is in no sense a complete narrative of those compaigns. 

Obviously, however, it was impracticable to set out the 
part played by the Australians, who were only a portion of 
the mounted troops employed, without dealing (in broad 
outline at least) with the operations of the British Army as a 
whole. To make the activities of the Light Horse intelligible, 
it has been necessary to describe the strategy and tactics 
employed for the whole force, and at times even to give 
accounts of engagements in which the Australians were not 
directly involved. 

The story, therefore, in its bolder features covers the 
whole British force. But, as will be apparent, it covers in 
detail only the fighting and the campaign life of the 
Australians. To readers beyond the Commonwealth this 
may suggest a biased sense of relative values. There is no 
such bias. The author is fully aware that the Light Horse 
achievements, although high in quality and sometimes decisive 
in effect, were but a contributing factor. The detailed history 
of the force of infantry and cavalry from the United Kingdom, 
from India, and from other countries within and without the 
Empire, has yet to be written. 

Grateful acknowledgment is due of the author’s debt 
to many hundreds of officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
men of the Australian Imperial Force who served in the 
campaign, for the assistance they rendered in the collection 
of information for this volume. Unfortunately most of the 
diaries of the units engaged were, until 1918, at best very 
scantily written. In the collection of material the author 
has had access to the original official papers used in the field, 
so far as they hare been preserved. From the beginning of 
December I917 he accompanied the Light Horse in nearly 
all their operations. But in dealing with the earlier stages 
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of the campaign he has been dependent for detail upon a 
systematic interviewing of responsible officers, and a minute 
examination-under the guidance of officers who took part 
in the fighting-of the ground of each engagement; personal 
narratives were obtained from a great majority of Light 
Horse leaders of all ranks; and by the careful comparing 
of all these statements, and the checking of them with the 
official papers, the story has been built up. Acknowledgment 
is due also to many Imperial officers who gave valuable 
assistance, and to Mr. Winston Churchill, who, as Secretary 
of State for War, permitted the author to study not only all 
the original records of Army Headquarters during the 
commands of General Murray and General Allenby, but also 
the papers of all British units engaged. But for this courtesy 
the volume could not have been written. 

In particular the author expresses his indebtedness to Mr. 
Alan S. Murray,l who has been responsible for the making of all 
the maps and the small inset sketches, with Mr. W. S. Perry? 
working keenly and capably as his assistant. Mr. Murray, 
although a member of the A.I.F., served in the campaign 
with the survey corps working under British G.H.Q. During 
the campaign his work in surveying No-Mans' Land, often 
under fire, was recognised by high award. He  afterwards made 
a detailed survey of all the Australian battle-grounds; and, in 
addition to the assistance afforded by his maps, his intimate 
knowledge of the country was of great aid to the author. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. Browne, and to Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. J. Foster, the author tenders his thanks for 
permission to use a number of sketches made by them during 
operations in the field. 

MELBOURNE, 
H. S. G. 

1st' November, 1922. 

1 Lieut A. S .  hiurray. D.C.hl , ,  Aust. Survey Corps. hlemher of Aust. Per- 

'Sgt .  W. S .  Perry (No Ionoa: 13th Bty.. A.F.A.). Public servant; of Haber. 
manent Forces; of Kew. Vic : b. Preston. VIC., 24 Feb, 1887. 

field, N S.W.; b. Tighe's Hill, N S.W., as Oct.. 1887. 
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CHRONOLOGY FROM END OF 1915 TO 1918 
(Italic type indicates events dealt with in this volume,) 

1915. 

1916. 

Oct. 5-~dOlllcd campaign begins. 
Dcc. 

Jan. %-Evacuation of Helles. 
I’cb. 21-Battle of Verdun opens. 
Alarcli 15-Despatcli of Australtori infantry to  France begins. 
A ~ J I  1 1  ng-Surrender of Gcneral Townshend a t  I<ut (Mesopotamia). 
hlay 31-Battle of Jutland. 
June J-Aug. I I-Russian offensive (under Brusilov) in Galicia. 
J uiic 
July 

,, 
,, 

Aug. 4-Battle of Rori~a?::. 
,, z7-Roumania enters the war. 

Oct. J-Dcc. ~3-Austro-German counter-offensive in Roumania. 
Dcc. 

Feb I-Germans conimence “ unrestricted submarine warfare.” 

zw-Evacuation of Anzac and Suvla. 

8-Coinpnlsory enlistment in Great Britain begins. 
I-Opening of First Battle of the Somme. 

19-5tli Australian Division engaged in Flanders at Fromelles 
22-1 Anzac Corps in Battle of PoziBres. 

7-hlr. Lloyd George succeeds Mr. Asquith as Prime Minister. 
1917. 

,, 2 I-Germans iii France begin withdrawal to *‘ Hindenburg 

,, 11-Baghdad captured by the British. 
,. 26-First Battle of Gam. 

0-Uiiitetl States enters the war. 
,, *British offensive at Arras ( I  Anzac Corps engaged at 

Line.” 
hlarcli 9-Revolution in Russia. 

April 

Bullecourt, April 1 1 ,  hlay 3, rt scq . ) .  
19-Srcorrd Battle of  Caza. 

h i i y  4-Frcnch offensive near Soissons. 
,, 
., iz-Italian offensive on lsonzo-Carso front. 

June 
.. ~7--AlleriBy arrivrs in  Egypt.  

July I-Russian offensive in Galicia (under Brusilov). 
,, I p G e r m a n  counter-offensive in Galicia, leading to defeat of 

Russians. 
,, 31-British and French offensive in Flanders (Third Battle of 

Ypres: I and I1 Anzac Corps engaged, September- 
November). 

5-Russians falling back in Mesopotamia, Persia, and Arnienia. 

7-British offensive a t  Messines ( I 1  Anzac Corps engaged). 

Aug 

&t. 
Knv. 7-Tkird Bottle of Gaza. 

Dec. 3-Preliminary negotiations for armistice between Germany 

19-Italian offensive on Tsonzo-Carso front. 
21-Germans attack the Russian front near Riga. 
24-Austro-German offensive breaks Italian line at Caporetto. 

.. ?*British offensive towards Cambrai. 

,, 6-Roumania suspend5 hostilities. 
,, g-Cnptirvr of Jrrtisalctit. 

and Rrissia. 



xvi CHRONOLOGY 

1918. 

,, 
,, zi-Fiiial Gcrrnaii offensive opens near Somine (Australian 

April +Battle of the Lys begins (1st Australian Division engage11 

May z7-Gerinan offensive against the French on the Aisne. 
luiic I j-Austllat1 offensive against Italians on Piave repulsed. 

16-Bulgai ian support of Germany weakens. 
Ju‘iy 15-German thrust towards Paris across the Marne. 

IS-Franco-American counter-attack north of the hIarric. 
A;;g. 8-British and French attack from Amiens (Australian Corps 

Rlaisli 3-Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed. 
9-British advance along the Tigris. 

Corps engaged irom March 27) .  

from April 13). 

engaged). 
Sept. ig-Gciicrnl Allriiby’s oflt.trsiw. it! Pnlt-stiric. . 28-Riilexi-ia aqks for an armistic?. 

,, 

0;;. 

Nov. 4-British and French advance beyond Scheldt Americans 

+--Final breaking of the Hindenburg Line. 
jc+Cuptirrc of Dariiascris. 
4-Germany seeks an  armistice through U.S.A. 

, ~o--Arrriisticc s i p r d  b y  Ti~rkcy. 

,, r~--Armistice with Germany signed. 
reach Meuse 


