APPENDIX VII

A MEMORTAL TO SOLDIERS WHO FELL AT THE
DARDANELLES IN 440 BC.

After the war of 191418 there came to the notice of some
Australians the existence in the National Museum at Athens of
a memotial to members of an earlier force which had served its
countiv at the Dardanclles. On a marble monument are the
names ol twentv-eight Athenians. grouped under the names of
their “tribes” (that is. of their ¢lectoral divisions), as well as of
others who fell at Byzantium (which %r0 years later became
Constantinople) and elsewhere. In the Manual of Greek
Histoyical Inseviptions (Hicks and Hill, Clarendon Press, Oxford,
1go1) the editors conjecture that the fighting at the Dardanelles
(or Hellespont) took place in 440 B.C.. when the people—or
aristocracy—of Samos revolted against the Athenian democracy,
and the Greck colony of Byzantium also took the opportunity to
revolt. In a sea and land war, 1n which Pericles and the poet
Sophocles both served as leaders, the Athenians won.

On a slab of Pentelic marble across both columns of the
monument is the following mscription:

"0ide tag’ ‘EAlvonoviov dnwAesav dyhadv ‘wénv
Bugvauevor, apetégav d' etmhéisav natpida,
‘Bot’ Exdoolc otevayety moképoy BEpog Exvopicaviog
Avrolg & adavatov uvijn' apetilg #eoav.

This has been translated, 1 believe by the late Christopher
Brennan, as follows'

These by the Dardanelles laid down their shining youth
In battle and won fair renown for their native land,
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So that their enemy groaned carrying war’s harvest from the field—
But for themselves they founded a deathless monument
of valour.

Another Australian suggested a shortened version to com-
memorate others who fell on the same shores 2355 years later:

They gave their shining youth, and raised thereby
Valour’s own monument which cannot die



