For conscription:
Against conscription:

AWM PUB03616

Put up the sword by Adela
Pankhurst, published by the
Women’s Peace Army,
Melbourne, 1915.

Matron Grace Wilson,
1920. AWM H15304

AWM H16071

3. What is a referendum?

• Investigate the role of the RSL today.

• Why might the RSL have felt this way?

6. Soldiers returning from the front soon formed the Returned
Soldiers’ Association, the forerunner to today’s Returned and
Services League (RSL). They formed the backbone of the war effort
that asked Australians to reinforce the men already at the front.

i. Survey your classmates, what reasons do they give for
their choice?
5. Unlike their British counterparts, Australian women were able
to vote in the 1916 and 1917 referenda. A lot of campaigning was
targeted at women. Why?
1. Research one of the above people or groups and find out why they
took their stance on the conscription debate. What else can you
find out about them? What other political influences were at play in
Australia during this time?
2. The war created rifts in Australian society: within the Labor Party,
between the middle class and the poor, and between some women
and men. Create a poster outlining some of the arguments for and
against conscription.

4. Imagine you are casting your vote on whether to introduce
conscription. Would you vote Yes or No? Why?

AWM H16653

AIF soldiers on leave from the front voting on the
conscription referendum at Horseferry Road, London,
December 1917.

“Conscription: conscription during World War One”, SA Memory, State
Library of South Australia, http://www.samemory.sa.gov.au/site/page.
cfm?u=1022

To cut it short, the boys in France have had such a doing of it, that they
consider it murder (or near enough to it) to compel anymore to come
from Aussie. And then again they consider once conscription is brought
in it is the end of a free Australia.

Despite the majority of front-line soldiers favouring conscription,
there were many who were against it. Private Victor Voules Brown
wrote in a letter on 19 May 1917:

AWM J02466

Polling booth for the
conscription referendum in
Hod Willegha, Sinai, 1916.

“Conscription: conscription during World War One”, SA Memory, State
Library of South Australia, http://www.samemory.sa.gov.au/site/page.
cfm?u=1022

Discussion questions and activities:

Archbishop Dr Daniel Mannix. AWM P01383.001

“Anti-conscription”, The Argus, 18 September 1916, p. 6

I hope and believe that peace can be secured without
conscription. For conscription is a hateful thing, and
it is almost certain to bring evil in its train.

Daniel Mannix was the Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne
and was involved in anti-conscription campaigns against
the 1916 and 1917 referenda. He said:

“Anti-everything Adela: why not intern her?”, Graphic of Australia,
24 March 1916, p. 3, via Trove, National Library of Australia

I didn’t raise my son to be a soldier,
I brought him up to be my pride and
joy, Who dares to put a musket on
his shoulder, To kill some other
mother’s darling boy?

Adela Pankhurst was the organiser of the
Women’s Peace Army, which called for the
abolition of conscription and militarism
with the motto: “we war against war”.
They often opened meetings with a wellknown anti-war song, which was outlawed
under war precautions regulations:

My opinion of any man who stays unless
absolutely prevented from going isn’t much
(that is to say unmarried men) … several
wounded men said to me “you don’t know
what we say about the chaps who could
come and won’t or don’t …” AWM 3DRL/7819

Grace Wilson joined the Australian Army
Nursing Service in 1914. She arrived on Lemnos
in early August 1915, just days after learning of
the death of her brother on Gallipoli. In a letter
to her sister Minnie on 6 August 1915 she wrote:

“Conscription during the First World War”, Museum
of Australian Democracy, http://billyhughes.
moadoph.gov.au/conscription.

I would not like to be sent back to Australia before the war is over.
You see so many going about who will not enlist and the excuses they
give would make your hair turn grey … These sort of men make you
feel ashamed

Don’t leave the boys in the trenches. Don’t see
them butchered. Don’t leave them below their
strength or you will cover Australia with shame.

The flags of six countries
have been included in this
design. How many can you
identify?

2. Why do you think 1917 is considered the worst year of the war?
Do you think it is possible to have a worst year? Why/why not?

Secondary
Secondary

Australians and the First World War
Australia in the Second World War

Both
Both
Both

Go back to the source
Indigenous wartime service
School wreathlaying ceremony

Education at the Australian War Memorial
Follow us on Facebook for more learning
resources, challenges, and discussion.

AWM REL/05581

Memorial Boxes are rich learning
resources for school students.
They contain real and replica historical
artefacts that students can handle,
and uniforms that can be tried on.
Digital content that links to the
Australian Curriculum: History can
be found online: https://www.awm.gov.
au/education/memorial-boxes.
Boxes are available for loan Australiawide from agents located in each state
and territory.

Memorial Box outreach program

• Students are to remain with supervisors at all times when inside
the Memorial.

• Bring your PACER paperwork for validation and stamping.

Please enter the Memorial via the schools’ entrance, which can be
found on the map on the Memorial’s website. Bottled water and
cameras are permitted in the galleries but please remember to leave
all school bags on the bus. All bags entering the Memorial must be
opened for inspection by security.

During your visit

• Link your classroom activities to your upcoming visit.
(See www.awm.gov.au/education for some ideas and resources.)

• Talk to your group about appropriate behaviour for a national
place of commemoration.

Preparing your students

• Ensure that there will be adequate supervision by teachers and
other accompanying adults: one supervising adult is to accompany
each group of 15 students.

Collection items on front cover (left to right): AWM RC00336,
AWM REL/11285.004, AWM E00371, AWM RC00305,
AWM REL/11285.002, RELAWM00548.

Bookings are essential for all school groups visiting the Memorial,
whether choosing a facilitated program led by Memorial staff or
a teacher-guided tour, or attending the Last Post Ceremony.
(A risk-assessment guide is available from the NCETP website,
http://www.canberraexcursions.org.au/public-liability.)

For more information on program content, go to:
https://www.awm.gov.au/education/schools/programs.

Both

Both
We will remember them

Strange but true

Both

Primary

Discovery zone

Secondary

Primary

The past in the present

Science and war

Primary

Anzac legacy

The Vietnam era

Preschool and Foundation

Cobber’s tales

Programs available:
Year level

• Book your visit online and record your booking reference number.
For your school password, please email the Memorial’s Education
Bookings Officer: school.bookings@awm.gov.au.
Program

• Log on to www.awm.gov.au/education and choose the
curriculum-based program that best suits the needs of your
students. Make sure you advise your tour operator of your
preference.

Planning your visit

Teacher’s excursion checklist

AWM RELAWM07554

Before you visit the Australian War Memorial, book a facilitated
program for your school group. Aligned to the Australian Curriculum:
History and Civics and Citizenship, programs provide a deeper
learning experience for visiting students and are designed to suit
your classroom needs.

Enrich your students’ learning

AWM RC06549

Embroidered silk postcard
made in France during the
First World War.

This sign directed military voters during the 1917 referendem for
conscription at 1 ANZAC Headquarters in northern France.

The conscription referenda were politically and socially divisive.
Newspapers and magazines of the time reveal the passionate
concerns and arguments of Australians debating the issue. Below are
some of the views expressed by soldiers and prominent Australians
on both sides of the debate.

In 1917 Australia was divided by the conscription debate for
the second time during the war. Labor Prime Minister William
“Billy” Hughes had sought public support for conscription –
compulsory military service for young men – for the first time in a
plebiscite on 28 October 1916, despite opposition from his own party.
The so called “conscription referendum” provoked much debate
and split the nation. It was narrowly defeated, with 51.6 per cent
voting “no”.
Hughes promised that he would not revisit the conscription issue
unless it looked like Germany could prevail in the war. In 1917, as
Australia’s casualty list grew and enlistment numbers fell, Hughes
called for another referendum. The campaign was just as heated
as the first, with popular opinion sharply divided. On 20 December
the referendum was again defeated, this time with a slightly larger
majority of 53.8 per cent voting “no”.

Australian voices

The man on the left in the foreground is Sergeant Arthur Edwin
Hawkey. He enlisted in April 1915, but deserted soon after. Hawkey
re-enlisted in January 1916 under an assumed name, Arthur Webb.
He served in France during the freezing winter of 1916–17, where he
contracted trench foot – a condition caused by prolonged exposure
to cold, wet, unsanitary conditions – and was evacuated to hospital.
He returned to the field and was wounded in action on 3 September
1918. Hawkey died of his wounds the following day. After his
death, Hawkey’s real identity was discovered when his sister was
contacted as the beneficiary listed in his will. After signing a statutory
declaration confirming his son’s real name, Hawkey’s father, Thomas,
received his personal effects, including a bronze medal, YMCA wallet,
and tobacco pouch. Arthur Edwin Hawkey is buried at the Heath
Military Cemetery in Harbonnières, France, and his real name is listed
on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.

In the photograph on the cover, members of the 30th Battalion make
their way along a street of burning ruins in Bapaume, France, on the
day of its occupation by Australian troops, 17 March 1917.

The story behind the photograph

AWM E00371

On the home front

What does the red crescent moon symbolise and how might it provide
the wearer with protection on a battlefield?

AWM REL/03823.002

This cotton armband with a red crescent moon was given to Private
George Roe Kenihan of the 4th Light Horse Regiment Field Ambulance
by a Turkish army medical orderly after the charge at Beersheba.
Kenihan carried it folded up in his wallet for the rest of his service.

On 31 October the light horse captured Beersheba in a charge that
enabled Gaza to be taken soon afterwards. It was an important
achievement that came as British fortunes on the Western Front
were at a low point. British Prime Minister David Lloyd George
wanted a morale-boosting
victory in time for
Christmas. The Australian
Mounted Division was
with Allenby’s advance,
which took Jerusalem on
9 December. The prime
minister got his Christmas
present, and the light
horse got the chance
for a good rest.

Early in 1917 the British advanced into Turkish Palestine with Gaza
as an immediate goal. After two failed attacks, General Sir Edmund
Allenby was sent from France to take control, and soon more men,
guns, and equipment arrived. Powerfully built and known as “Bull”,
Allenby revived the Egyptian Expeditionary Force. The Australians
were to play an important part in his plans.

Henry Gullett, Australian official war correspondent, 1919

They rode, very dusty and unshaved, their big hats battered and
drooping, through [Damascus] with the same easy, casual bearing,
and the same self-confidence that are their distinctive characteristics
on their country tracks at home.

Jerusalem by Christmas

1. Look at the statistics above. How would these have affected
Australians during and after the war?

Contrary to popular belief, serving soldiers voted in favour of
conscription by a slight margin in both the 1916 and 1917 referenda.
Many felt that conscription was a way to make others “do their bit”.
In August 1915 Private Jack Jensen wrote in a letter to his Aunt
Hannah:

Prime Minister William
“Billy” Hughes.

Wounded: 49,148
Prisoners of war: 2,295
Shell shock: 895

Discussion questions

Enlisted: 45,101
Deaths: 20,036
Gassed: 4,462

1917 IN SUMMARY

What is going on in this painting? Why do you think the people of
Bullecourt still commemorate the sacrifice of Australian soldiers today?

This painting depicts the attack by the 16th Battalion at Bullecourt on
11 April 1917. A second version of the painting was presented to the village
of Bullecourt in 1988. The people of the village have commemorated the
Australian soldiers in Anzac Day ceremonies since 1917.

James F. Scott, Battle scene (1919, oil on canvas, 143 x 194.2 cm)
AWM ART03419

Four squadrons of the Australian Flying Corps (AFC) served in the
Middle East and on the Western Front, mainly in an observation
capacity or providing support for the infantry. By 1917 the use of
aircraft in war had developed and machine-guns became standard
equipment. Interrupter gears, developed in 1915, enabled pilots in
single-seat fighters to fire through their propellers without hitting
them. Many men in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) sought transfer
to the AFC to escape the squalor of the trenches on the Western
Front, and the heat, dust, and flies of the Middle East.

Australians also served at sea and in the air during 1917. The Royal
Australian Navy (RAN) protected ports and coastlines, kept trade
routes open, enabled the passage of troops, directly engaged enemy
ships, and searched for submarines. In May 1917 HMAS Sydney fought
the German airship L43.

Private E.O. Neaves, 20th Battalion, 15 February 1917. Killed in action
6 November 1917.

The premonition that I had when leaving Sydney, that I would
never see home again, still hangs about me.

William Hughes was Prime Minister of Australia
from 1915 to 1923. He tried twice unsuccessfully
to introduce conscription during the First World
War. In 1916 he proclaimed to the Labor Party
Caucus:

The campaign was launched on 31 July 1917 and lasted until
November. The Australians and New Zealanders were involved
between September and the end of the campaign. They took part
in some of the most notable actions, including the battles of Menin
Road, Polygon Wood, and Broodseinde Ridge. The infantry, with

With the exhausted French army in turmoil, the British assumed a
greater role on the Western Front. In the second half of the year they
began to concentrate their fighting efforts around Ypres in Belgium.
All five Australian divisions, together with the New Zealand Division,
fought in the series of battles known as the Third Battle of Ypres, a
major campaign that would become best known by the name of its
objective: Passchendaele.

Lieutenant Wilfred Barlow, 58th Battalion, 2 March 1917

I hope the war will soon stop now for it is sapping out the
best of men and all that is beautiful in civilised life.

The attack had been a costly disaster: 2,339 men out of 3,000 from
the 4th Brigade were killed, wounded, or taken prisoner; the 12th
Brigade had 950 casualties, about half of its strength; and more than
1,170 Australians had been taken prisoner. On 3 May the Australians
tried again, this time with artillery support, and after a fortnight –
suffering even greater losses – they were finally successful in taking
this portion of the Hindenburg Line.

The order for the 4th Australian Division to attack the Hindenburg
Line near Bullecourt on 10 April 1917 came as a surprise, as there
was a shortage of artillery for support. Instead, a dozen tanks were
promised, but these failed to arrive. A fresh attempt was made next
morning, and this time the tanks were late. Advancing across the
open, snow-dusted fields with too little support, the infantrymen ran
through a hail of machine-gun and artillery fire. It tore through them.
Once they reached the enemy’s trenches, vicious fighting followed
with bombs and bayonets. Soon ammunition became low, tanks were
burning on the battlefield, and the Germans were counter-attacking.
In the end the survivors were forced to withdraw to their own lines.

Charles Bean, official war historian

Bullecourt, more than any other battle, shook the confidence of
Australian soldiers in the capacity of the British command; the errors,
especially on April 10th and 11th, were obvious to almost everyone.

In early 1917 victory seemed nowhere in sight for the Australians.
But in the spring there was a break in the stalemate when they
pursued the Germans beyond the Somme region and up to the
Hindenburg Line. This was the last and strongest of the German
army’s well-defended trench systems, named after the most famous
of the German commanders. Intense and costly fighting around the
village of Bullecourt followed.

Front – 1917, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 2010.

Peter Burness, Bapaume and Bullecourt: Australians on the Western

In Australia’s war history there is no year more tragic than 1917 …
the year began in the muddy frozen trenches of the Somme and
ended in the slimy bog leading up to the Belgian village of
Passchendaele. Many did not survive; there were 20,000 dead
among the 77,000 Australians who became casualties.

The worst year

artillery support, advanced in stages, often against stout defences
that included strong concrete blockhouses. But in the end the rain
turned the battlefield into a quagmire, and the offensive collapsed in
the blood and mud of the Belgian countryside. More than 500,000
casualties were recorded, from both sides, including 38,000
Australians.
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